Nasopharyngeal carcinoma with leptomeningeal dissemination: case report.
Nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC) is a highly prevalent malignancy in southeast China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan. Spread of this tumor is known to occur via three main routes, i.e., local invasion of adjacent structures, regional metastasis to neck nodes, and hematogenous metastasis to distant organs. In this report, we describe a rare case of NPC disseminated via the leptomeninges, so called meningeal carcinomatosis (MC). The patient was a 62 year-old man who presented with multiple cranial nerve palsies and a headache, and was diagnosed with NPC in August 1988. The primary tumor regressed completely after induction chemotherapy and radiation therapy. Computerized tomography (CT) 17 months after radiation therapy showed multiple enhanced nodules scattered along the temporal meninges. The nodules increased in number and size in the subsequent CT scan 4 months later. The patient declined further invasive procedures and oncologic treatments, and he expired at home 9 months after the development of MC. It is speculated that perineural invasion and access to the subarachnoid space was the major cause of MC in this case. The case, although rare, possibly highlights a rare route of tumor dissemination in NPC.